The following statement was released by Mayor Dean DePiero and his family:

We are shocked and devastated at the sudden and tragic loss of Jerry. Jerry was
the patriarch of our family and nothing was more important to him than his wife,
children, grandchildren, great-granddaughter, brother and nieces and nephews.
Community was also important to Jerry. He served six months in the National
Guard Reserve and spent 25 years as a Parma Firefighter. Giving back was
extremely important to Jerry and it was something he taught his daughter and
three sons.

Jerry was very active and founded the largest Century 21 branch in Ohio,
DePiero and Associates, Inc., where he continued to work as a real estate agent.
We find some comfort in the fact that Jerry truly lived until he passed Monday
night.

We appreciate all of your prayers during this difficult time.
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